Activity 6.1

Read the following news article and list the issues of personal security that may be faced by members of the humanitarian aid community working in the Ivory Coast. 

Red Cross calls for sparing civilians in Ivory Coast

Thu Mar 31, 2011 1:06pm GMT

By Stephanie Nebehay

GENEVA, March 31 (Reuters) - As fighting drew closer to Abidjan on Thursday, the International Committee of the Red Cross called on pro-Gbagbo and pro-Ouattara forces in Ivory Coast to spare civilians and allow the wounded to be treated.

Tens of thousands of destitute people are on the move after fleeing fighting and looting in the country where the humanitarian situation has steadily deteriorated, the independent aid agency said in a funding appeal.

"The country is now in the throes of a full-fledged internal armed conflict," Pierre Kraehenbuehl, ICRC's director of operations, said in a statement.

"We watch with great concern as the fighting and looting draw ever closer to Abidjan, which has already been hard hit by the conflict."

Stocks of medicines are running out in the city of four million -- an estimated one million of whom have fled -- where chemicals are also needed to purify water, it said. Health centres have been forced to close as staff cannot get to work.

A dispute between incumbent Laurent Gbagbo and rival Alassane Ouattara over last November's presidential election has triggered a new civil war in the world's top cocoa grower. Ouattara is internationally recognised as having won the poll.

Across Ouattara's northern stronghold towns are cheering the advance of his military backers with a mixture of delight and incredulity. 

But both warring parties are obliged to uphold the Geneva Conventions which embody international humanitarian law, according to the ICRC, among the few aid agencies currently able to carry out their work in Ivory Coast. "The parties to the conflict must distinguish between military objectives and civilians not taking part in the hostilities, especially when fighting takes place in towns. Only military targets may be attacked," Kraehenbuehl said.

"Under international humanitarian law, the wounded and sick must be cared for, and medical facilities, ambulances and personnel must be respected and protected," he said.

Any detainees held by either side must be treated humanely.

Many displaced within Ivory Coast have found shelter with relatives, but thousands of others are in schools, churches, mosques and other makeshift reception centres, and lack food, emergency supplies, medicines and clean drinking water, it said.

"The vast majority of refugees and other displaced people are constantly on the move, which makes it especially difficult to organise relief, and also to estimate their numbers."

The ICRC, whose aid workers travel without armed escort unlike U.N. convoys, called on both sides to facilitate the movements of its teams.

"But nothing can ever be taken for granted in a context where security is more and more volatile," Kraehenbuehl said.

The Geneva-based ICRC is seeking an additional 20.5 million Swiss francs to aid hundreds of thousands of victims in Ivory Coast and Liberia, to which the United Nations says more than 100,000 Ivorians have fled.

This would double its previously planned budget for the two countries this year, an ICRC spokesman said. 
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