Activity 1.1: Definitions
Defining Emergency and Disaster

The McEntire textbook we are using was written in the United States and reflects a slightly different perspective when it comes to defining disaster and emergency to the definitions we have been providing from Australian sources.

How does McEntire define disaster?

Disaster:
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Emergency: A minor event that can cause a few casualties and a limited amount of property damage or an imminent event that requires prompt and effective action. 

This definition of emergency is located in the same Disaster Management series as your McEntire text. The reference for it is: Lindel, M. K., Prater, C. & Perry, R. W. (2007). Introduction to Emergency Management (p. 15). USA: Wiley. 

Comparison of definitions

How do these definitions compare with your own thinking? It is important to note there is no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ answer here; it is a matter of how useful the definition is to you within your context, and what you find is the most applicable. Understanding the debate about definitions is important because you will constantly come across variations within Emergency Management literature, and you will need to be able to adjust to each locality, organisation or author’s understanding.
